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second degree of bribery, to which, however, Camboulives, a
Frenchman of the old school, with a kindly heart and genuine
sympathy for the really poor refugees, and many others, were not
Open.' As soon as the cousin had had his whack, the applicant
could go straight to the first storey, where the messenger, in-
formed as by magic of the intended visit, "Would smile and lead
the visitor to a door. It would, however, have been very unwise,
if not dangerous, to ignore the lower storey, where a jealous watch
was kept on the perquisites from the common trough; for it could
easily " hold up " a file or arrange things so that a favourable
report would never reach the Prefecture.
It would have been stark madness to try and enforce a decision
against the advice of officials instead of seeking their consent.
Berthoin, Secretary of State at the Ministry and the Minister's
Permanent Secretary for many years, the representative of the
Ministry " Cabinet " as opposed to the Starete (an important,
refined distinction in the higher spheres of juggling in this
Ministry which administered France) or Dubois, Secretary to
Minister Sarraut, would often feel the weight of " their " extra-
ordinary influence if they attempted to impose a Ministry
decision in favour of a political refugee who had failed to find
favour with " them ".
The " cousin ", moreover, with his clever cunning, created the
finest diversion ever managed by a thief and definitely established
his reputation. He shouted: " Stop, thief! " so loudly in public
that nobody for a moment would have dreamed of suspecting him.
He was able in this way to clean the Augean stables of all
elements unfavourable to him and at the same time to supply the
grateful public twice, in 1938 and 1939, with fine scandals,
including the spectacular arrest of high officials in the Ministry
and at the Prefecture on charges of bribery and corruption.1
Chavry, special commissioner for criminal detection on the
fifth storey of the Ministry, supplied him with anything else he
needed by arresting a dozen French and foreign lawyers, inter-
mediaries and agents. Thus, to the great delight of the more
sensational news-sheets, some startling trials on charges of
traffic in passports, identity cards, exit permits and entry visas
became the talk of the day, the most notorious of which was the
Uri case.
These facts, however, should not lead anyone to believe that
1 In December 1944 Minister Tixier compared the Ministry with the
Augean stables and told the Consultative Assembly that he had to purge
it almost completely, because it was full of corrupt Vichy elements.